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The CCCCC Youth Short Story Competition (the
“Competition”) is organised by the Caribbean Community
Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), the CARICOM-mandated
body that coordinates the Caribbean region’s response to
climate change. It invites young people across CARICOM
Member States to write an original short story in response to
the prompt: “A Climate-secure future for the world. Inspired
by the Caribbean.” The aim is to engage young Caribbean
voices in imagining a climate-secure future and to celebrate
creative storytelling on climate themes.

Entrants must be aged 18–25 (inclusive)
on the closing date for entries.
Entrants must be nationals or legal
residents of a CARICOM Member State.
Employees of CCCCC, members of the
judging panel, and their immediate
family members are not eligible to enter
this competition.. 

1. About the Competition

2. Who can enter
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Original work: 
One original short story, written by the entrant for this
competition, that has not been previously published or
submitted elsewhere.

Length: 
1,500–2,500 words 

Format: 
A typed document submitted as a PDF or Word file, in a legible
standard font.

Language: 
English is the working language of the Competition. Caribbean
English, vernacular and Creole expression are welcomed.
Entrants from non-anglophone Member States should submit
an entry in the national language with an English translation.

Each participant must submit one entry only.
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All entries must respond to the prompt: “Imagine a climate-secure future for
the world. Inspired by the Caribbean.” Stories may be realist, speculative or
imaginative, and may be set in any Caribbean context. Entries should respond
meaningfully to the provided prompt and clearly reflect Caribbean people,
cultures, environments, experiences or perspectives. Whether inspired by real
events or entirely fictional, each story should have a strong and recognisable
connection to the Caribbean.

4. What to submit

3. The writing prompt
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To enter, an eligible person must:
(a)Write a short story responding to the given prompt, following the
requirements in Section 4;
(b)Complete the official entry form, including proof of age and eligibility;
(c)Submit the story and entry form via the link provided by 23 August 2026.

Entries that are incomplete, late, or do not comply with these rules will not be
accepted.

Entries must be the entrant’s own original creative work. The use of artificial-
intelligence tools to generate an entry is strictly prohibited; stories must reflect
the entrant’s own writing. 

Entries are assessed by a panel convened by CCCCC, using anonymous
(blind) judging. Entries are evaluated against the following criteria [weightings
indicative and subject to confirmation by CCCCC:]

The Top Prize is a MacBook Neo, plus
other amazing prizes.

Top five stories: published on the
CCCCC website and accompanied
by professionally produced audio
narrations.
 
Certificates and Recognition: The
writers of the top 10 stories will receive
Certificates of Participation, along
with CCCCC promotional materials. 

The decisions of the judging panel are final (see the Terms & Conditions).

25% Response to the Prompt
20% Caribbean Grounding
20% Originality and Imagination
20% Narrative Craft
15% Language and Quality

6. Originality and permitted assistance

7. How entries are judged

8. Prizes and recognition

5. How to Enter
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WIN A MACBOOK NEO!



28 July, 2026 
23 August, 2026

3rd Week in September

Launch / entries open
Closing date for entries
Winners announced

11. Key dates

By entering, entrants agree that CCCCC may use their submissions as
described in the Terms & Conditions including publishing the top five stories
online (with audio), in local media, and across CCCCC channels, with credit to
the author. Entrants retain authorship of their work.

10. Use of entries

Questions about the Competition may be sent to Kalifa Clyne at
kclyne@caribbeanclimate.org .  Participation in the competition is subject to
these Rules and the Competition Terms and Conditions. By submitting an entry,
each entrant confirms that they have read, understood, and agree to be bound
by these Rules and the Competition Terms and Conditions.

12. Questions and full terms

Finalists and winners will be contacted using the details provided on the entry
form, and asked to confirm acceptance and provide any required consents.
Winners will be announced publicly by CCCCC in September 2026.  If a finalist
or winner cannot be contacted after reasonable attempts, fails to respond
within the specified timeframe, is found to be ineligible or declines the award,  
the CCCCC reserves the right to withdraw the selection and choose an
alternate entrant. 

9. Notification and announcement
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TERMS & CONDITIONS 

CCCCC Youth Short Story Competition 

1.  Definitions and organiser 
In these Terms & Conditions (the “Terms”): “Competition” means the CCCCC Youth Short Story 
Competition; “Organiser”, “we” or “us” means the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre 
(CCCCC), based in Belmopan, Belize; “entrant” or “you” means a person who submits an entry; and 
“entry” means a short story and accompanying entry form submitted to the Competition. 

2.  Acceptance of these Terms 
By entering the Competition, you confirm that you have read, understood and agree to be bound by 
these Terms and by the Competition Rules. If you do not agree, you should not enter. 

3.  Eligibility 
To enter and to be eligible to win, you confirm and warrant that: 

(a) you are aged 18–25 (inclusive) on the closing date for entries; 
(b) you are a national or legal resident of a CARICOM Member State; 
(c) you are not an employee of CCCCC, a member of the judging panel, or an immediate family 

member of either.  
Proof of age, identity and eligibility is required. Any entry which cannot be verified will be disqualified.  

4.  Entry requirements and validity 
Entries must be submitted in English and comply with the Competition Rules, including the requirements 
on originality, length, format, anonymity and the single-entry limit. Entries that are incomplete, late, 
submitted by an ineligible person, or that do not comply with the Rules will be rejected. Entries will not 
be returned. We are not responsible for entries that are lost, delayed, corrupted or not received for 
reasons outside our reasonable control. 

5.  Originality, third-party rights and AI 
You confirm and warrant that your entry is your own original work; that it has not been previously 
published or submitted elsewhere; that it does not infringe the copyright, privacy or other rights of any 
third party; and that it contains nothing unlawful, defamatory or otherwise objectionable.  Generative AI 
tools must not be used to draft, generate or substantively rewrite any part of the narrative content of 
your entry; incidental use of spelling- or grammar-checking tools is permitted. Where we have 
reasonable grounds to believe this warranty has been breached, we may require the entrant to 
demonstrate the entry's provenance (for example, drafts or notes) and will disqualify the entry if it cannot 
be shown to be the entrant's own original work. 

You agree to indemnify CCCCC against any losses, costs, claims or damages CCCCC incurs as a 
result of a breach of the warranties in this clause 5. 
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6.  Intellectual property and licence 
You retain authorship and ownership of the copyright in your entry. By entering, you grant CCCCC a 
non-exclusive, royalty-free, worldwide licence to use, reproduce, publish, adapt, translate, distribute, 
communicate and display your entry, in whole or in part, and in any format, (including text, print and 
audio), and to sublicense those rights to CCCCC’s media partners for the purpose described in clause 
7. This license is granted for non-commercial educational, awareness and advocacy purposes 
connected with the Competition and CCCCC’s mandate. Wherever reasonably practicable, you will be 
credited as the author, and CCCCC will not make changes that materially alter the meaning of your 
entry without your consent. No fee is payable to you for such use.  

7.  Publication and media partnership 
 If your entry is selected among the top five, it may be: (a) published on the CCCCC website together 
with a professionally produced audio version; and (b) published in local media (in a newspaper and on 
its website)  in your own country, through CCCCC’s media partners. The winning entrant may also be 
invited to participate in a media interview. Participation in publication and interviews is subject to your 
consent. 

8.  Personal data and privacy 
Personal data collected through the entry process is used by CCCCC to administer the Competition, 
including verifying eligibility, contacting entrants, judging, awarding prizes, and publishing and crediting 
winners. That data may be shared with the Judging panel and where relevant to clause 7 with the 
CCCCC media partners, for those purposes only. Where an entrant is located outside of Belize, this will 
involve transfer of personal data to Belize and to the countries in which CCCCC’s media partners 
operate; CCCCC will take reasonable steps to protect data transferred in this way.    Data is retained 
only as long as necessary for these purposes and any related reporting and is otherwise handled in 
accordance with the data-protection law applicable in the entrant’s Member State.   

9.  Judging and decisions 
Entries are judged anonymously by a panel convened by CCCCC against the criteria published in the 
Rules. The decisions of the panel and of CCCCC on all matters relating to the Competition are final, 
and no correspondence will be entered into. CCCCC reserves the right not to award a prize if, in its 
reasonable opinion, no entry is of sufficient merit. 

10.  Prizes 
• Prizes are as set out in the Rules, together with publication of the top five entries and 

certificates. 
• Prizes are non-transferable. There is no cash alternative. 
• CCCCC may substitute a prize of equal or greater value if a stated prize becomes unavailable 

for reasons outside its control. 
• Winners are responsible for any taxes, duties or charges arising on the receipt of prizes in their 

own country. 
• Arrangements for prize delivery will be agreed with each winner. 

11.  Disqualification and withdrawal 
CCCCC may, at its reasonable discretion, disqualify any entry or entrant that breaches these Terms or 
the Rules, provides false information, or engages in conduct that is unlawful, fraudulent, or that brings 
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or may bring the Competition or CCCCC into disrepute. If a prize has already been awarded in such 
circumstances, CCCCC may reclaim it or require its return and the licence granted under clause 6 in 
respect of that entry will terminate. 

12.  Liability 
To the fullest extent permitted by law CCCCC is not liable for any loss or damage arising from 
participation in the Competition, the use of any entry as permitted under these Terms, or the acceptance 
or use of any prize.  

13.  Changes to or cancellation of the Competition 
CCCCC may amend these Terms or the Rules, or suspend, modify or cancel the Competition, where it 
is reasonably necessary to do so (for example for legal, operational or circumstances beyond its 
control). Where reasonably practicable, CCCCC will publish notice of any material change. If the 
Competition is cancelled before judging is complete, CCCCC will retain any licence over entries under 
clause 6.   

14.  Publicity 
By entering, and subject to the consent provisions above, you agree that CCCCC may publish your 
name, country and the fact that you are a finalist or winner, together with your entry, for the purpose of 
announcing and promoting the Competition and its outcomes. 

15.  General 
These Terms are governed by the laws of Belize. If any provision of these Terms is found to be invalid 
or unenforceable, the remaining provisions continue in force. A failure by CCCCC to enforce any 
provision is not a waiver of it. You may not assign or transfer your rights under these Terms. These 
Terms, together with the Rules, constitute the entire agreement between you and CCCCC relating to 
the Competition. 

16.  Contact 
Questions about these Terms or the Competition may be addressed to Communications Specialist 
Kalifa Clyne at kclyne@caribbeanclimate.org 
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